METAMORPHOSES
You Italians know full well that the condottieri
were not condottieri all the time, Montefeltre
was a thinker!0
"Yes," replied Mussolini, "the condottiere is
not a mere brute. Once in his life, perhaps, he
may have been a savage beast. In general, how-
ever, these men were no more savage than their
contemporaries. It was the times that were savage."
"Does the comparison to which I have just
referred please you?" I asked.
Mussolini looked at me with a penetrating
glance, thrust forward his lower jaw, and made
no answer. At that moment he certainly did look
like Colleoni.